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BY ANDREW LANSDOWN

I ONCE SAT with an elderly man in hospital as he died. His
daughter had been with him during most of his last days, but
unfortunately she was absent at his death. When she saw me
shortly afterwards, one of the first things she asked was, “Did

he say anything?”

We are always keen to know a
person’s last words. There is, we
tend to feel, something special about
them. We cling to them in the hope
of finding some unique insight into
the character of the deceased person.
We ponder them in an effort to get
some comfort concerning both our
place in that person’s heart and his
or her place in eternity.

The Bible records the last words
of the most important person who
has ever lived—God’s Son, Jesus
Christ. During
the six hours
He hung dying
in agony on the
cross, the Lord
Jesus made
seven state-
ments. These
are sometimes referred to as “the
seven words” or “the seven say-
ings” and are especially precious to
Christians at Easter. One, the word
of salvation, is found in Luke 23:43.

Luke informs us that two crimi-
nals were crucified with Jesus. One
mocked Jesus, but the other silenced
him, saying, “We are getting what
our deeds deserve. But this man
[Jesus] has done nothing wrong.”
Then he said, “Jesus, remember me
when you come into your kingdom.”
Jesus answered him, “I tell you the
truth, today you will be with me in
paradise” (NIV). With these last
words, Jesus revealed six wonder-
ful truths.

you
with

me

Jesus to the thief on the cross

Firstly, He revealed his confidence
that God the Father would accept
His sacrifice on our behalf. Notwith-
standing all He had suffered and all
He was about to suffer, He trusted
that His Father would neither aban-
don His soul to hell nor let His body
decay (Acts 2:27, 31). This is evident
from the fact that He expected to
be in paradise that very day, the
moment His ordeal was over.

Secondly, Jesus revealed that
there is life after death, and that
entrance into that life
is immediate. You will
be with me in Paradise
today, He said—not
some time in the future
after your soul has
“slept” in the grave.

Thirdly, Jesus
revealed that He has the power and
the authority to save people from
judgment and hell. The apostle
Paul states that “Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners” (1
Timothy 1:15). And what better proof
could there be of that than His deal-
ings with the dying criminal?

Fourthly, by His response to the
thief, Jesus revealed his concern to
save individuals. He is the Saviour
of the world, certainly. But that does
not mean much unless He is the Sav-
iour of individuals, for it is individu-
als who make up the world. The Son
of God loved me and gave himself
for me, Paul said (Galatians 2:20).

® Turn to page 2

Family collecting Easter eggs. The Easter egg is a symbol of the resurrection of Jesus:
the empty eggq is likened to the tomb from which Christ arose. (Photo: iClipart)

SINGING COBBLER FINDS HIS TRUE SONG

Peter Brocklehurst’s
life is one of
incredible extremes

eter Brocklehurst knows the
adulation of crowds and the
thrill of success — his voice
was described by Maestro
Vladimir Vais as “better than
Pavarotti” and by broadcaster Alan
Jones as “the finest on the planet”
— but he also knows the depths of
abuse, addiction, and despair.
When Peter was seven, he and
his younger sister were abducted

Peter’s album cover For You

and sexually abused for days before
being released.
He was abducted again at 11, this

time with his older brother, and
taken advantage of by a paedophile
gang for several days before they
escaped.

Later, he was again molested by
another man.

This abuse led to a profound
sense of self-loathing, fear, and
uncertainty in Peter, magnified
by his family’s rootless lifestyle as
they spent his childhood travel-
ling around Australia in a station
wagon. He remembers attending
37 schools by the time he reached
grade five and living in 179 houses
or caravans.

But in the midst of these troubles
Peter discovered the music of Mario
Lanza and his passion for singing
was ignited. He had his first paid
singing performance at age 12 with
one of his idol’s songs, Arriverderci
Roma, while he worked at the
orchards in Shepparton, Victoria
with his family.

As he grew up Peter was a very
angry young man. He took up
martial arts, wanting retribution
for the abuse and bullying he had
endured. He trained six hours a day
and reached black belt status.

® Turn to page 3
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BURNING ISSU

BY ALAN BAILEY

FIRE. This destroyer

is very busy all around

us these days. At least, it

is the case where | live.
Every day the newscasts
tell us about the latest
conflagration. Each night a
car (or cars) is deliberately
torched, sometimes a
luxury model, leaving it a
blackened hulk. After this, a
house fire is reported with
the estimated cost of the
damage.

Then the fires get bigger. A
warehouse, a factory somewhere, a
bushfire raging out of control - all
giving the impression that some evil
force is trying to burn up our place of
habitation.

Of course, some fires are the result
of natural forces but many others are
the result of carelessness or sheer
crazy intention on the part of an
arsonist. Thank God for the brave
fire-fighters who do a gallant job of
putting out the flames.

The old saying “Fire is a good
friend but a bad master”is quite
true. Mankind’s progress in science
and technology was given impetus
by the control and employment of
fire, especially in regard to the use
of metals. Fire has kept us warm
and cooked our meals. But it has
also caused untold tragedy - which
should make us very careful to avoid
unwanted outbreaks.

FTRS

A TIMELY WARNING

Some Bible verses are quite
frightening. We read: Our God is a
consuming fire (Hebrews 12:29).

Yes, God is love, He is merciful and
gracious, but He is also a God of
judgment.

His judgment is referred to as a fire
in more than one place. It indicates
anger against evil because He totally
opposes it. This should concern us as
we are not free of this thing that He
hates.

It is said that in a bushfire, the safest
place to be is where the fire has been.

When Jesus hung on the cross,
the fire of God fell on Him as He took
our place. The safe place for us now
is to be in Christ, that is, to be joined
to Him in personal trust and love,
thankful for what He has done for us.

There are many promises telling us
that simple trust in the living Saviour,
Jesus, is the way to forgiveness and
endless life. °
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loved him just as he was.

Sixthly, Jesus revealed the way of salvation. What must
we do to be saved? Well, Jesus approved of what the thief
did—so if we do likewise, we too will be saved. What did
the thief do? To begin with, he acknowledged that he was
a sinner, justly condemned. Then he acknowledged that

And every person alive can and
should say the same. Jesus died for
each one of us personally. He does not save humanity en
masse. Rather, as his last words to the criminal indicate,
He saves us one by one and one to one.

Fifthly, Jesus revealed the reason He saves people. It
is not because we are useful to Him, but because we are
precious to Him. He loves us, that is why He saves us.
The dying thief had nothing to offer Jesus,
nothing to bargain with. By his own confes-
sion he had lived an evil life and was justly
under condemnation. There was nothing in
his past to commend him to Jesus. And there
was nothing in his future to commend him,
either, because he had no future. With his
hands and feet pinned to the cross, he had
no ability and no time to make amends or to
offer service. He was helpless and useless. So
it is impossible to understand why Jesus saved
him, unless we understand that Jesus loved him—simply

If only
we love
Himin
return

Jesus was innocent, unjustly condemned. And lastly, he
entrusted himself to Jesus, appealing to Him for a place
in His heavenly kingdom. In short, he recognised his
need for salvation, then asked for it in repentance and
received it by faith.

The dying thief had not been good in the past, and he
had no prospect of being good in the future. He did not
participate in any religious rite such as baptism or Holy
Communion. He did not pass a theological exam.
He simply turned from his sins and trusted in Jesus.

And so it is with us today. To be guaranteed a
place in God’s kingdom, we simply need to under-
stand that Jesus died for us because He loves us and
He will save us if only we love Him in return. And on
the basis of that understanding we need to entrust
ourselves to Him and love Him wholeheartedly.
We are saved by grace, not by works of any kind.
It is after we are saved that we undergo baptism,
share in Holy Communion, grow in knowledge, and
strive to do good.

The last words of Jesus were words of salvation. They

for us to follow.

give vitality to the repeated promise of Scripture that
“Whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved”
(Joel 2:32; Acts 2:21; Romans 10:13). The dying criminal
did and was on that first Easter Friday. He set an example

The thief on the other cross

BY DR RALPH F WILSON

don’t belong here. I really don’t.
Paradise is the last place I
expected to end up after all I've
done. Let me tell you my story.

I am — I was — an armed robber,
I guess you'd call it. Me and Jake
and the others would live in caves in
the Judean hills near the road from
Jerusalem to Jericho. We made our
living by violence. We wouldn't take
on people in the big groups that
passed. They travelled together for
safety. But a family alone would be
an easy mark, as well as anyone fool
enough to travel by himself.

Brandishing a strong staff would
usually do the trick. Threaten them
with a beating and they’d give up
without much of a fight. But I've been
known to break a few bones in my
day, God forgive me. I don’t think I
actually killed anyone,
but then I never stayed
around long enough to
find out.

The first time I meet
Jesus is when I am
invited to a party in his
honour in Jericho at the
home of a rich tax col-
lector named Zaccha-
eus. I am introduced,
we shake hands, and
Jesus looks me in the
eye for a long moment. He can see
right into me, who I am, every crime I
have ever committed. Then he smiles
this big friendly smile. “You know,”
he says, “there’s forgiveness for you
in my Kingdom. How about it?”

I drop my eyes, say something non-
committal, and shuffle away. The
next day I'm in the crowd, hanging on
every word he says. Jesus is talking
about his Kingdom, comparing it to a
mustard seed, calling it the Kingdom
of Heaven. I want so much to go up
to him after he has finished and take
him up on that forgiveness thing, but
I just can’t bring myself to do it.

I wish I had. It isn’t much later
when me and my friend Jake — the
guy on the third cross — get caught by
a Roman patrol. The others run off,
but they catch us, beat us silly, drag
us into Jerusalem, and throw us in

The same
piercing,
loving,
honest
eyes

prison. No mercy for the
likes of us.

And so it happens
that on the same
day that they crucify
Jesus, they crucify
Jake and me — one of
us on His left, the other
on His right. This isn’t
any normal crucifixion.
Mobs of people are
there just because of
Jesus. Self-righteous
Pharisees are swaggering
and mocking. “If you're some kind of
messiah,” one sneers, “come on down
from that cross. If you're a saviour,
save yourself — if you can!”

Jake begins cat-calling, too, if
you can imagine that. I yell over
at him, “You miserable thug, don’t
you have any fear of God? Can’t you
see that we're going to die just like

He is? Show a little decency!
We're getting exactly what we
deserve, but He hasn’t done
nothing wrong.”
Jake quiets down and the
Pharisees lose interest. But
I can’t get Jericho out of my
mind. I can’t forget Jesus’ eyes,
His words, His invitation. And
so I call over to Him, though
it’s getting hard to breathe
and talking makes it that much
harder.
“Jesus!” I say. He turns his head
towards me. “Jesus, I was there in
Jericho. I met you at a party at Zac-
chaeus’ house. Remember?”

He looks at me for a moment and
then nods his head just a little. He
does remember.

“I never forgot what you said. I
wanted to say yes, but just couldn’t.
And now look at me — look at us!”

He is in bad shape — exhausted,
in excruciating pain, back oozing,
breath laboured. He isn’t going to last
long. I can see that. But somehow I
can see beyond all that. He was the
Messiah, is the Messiah, no matter
what those priests and Romans and
Pharisees have done to him. And
when He dies, He will be with God.
In a few hours, maybe less, He will
be vindicated. He will reign in that
Kingdom He told us about.

“Jesus,” I call again,
quieter now.
He opens his
eyes. They are
the same eyes,
the same pierc-
ing, loving, honest
eyes.
“Jesus,” I say,
“when You come
into your King-
dom, would You
remember me?”
His words are

laboured, his lips parched, but I can
still hear him pretty well. “Truly, I
say to you....” His voice cracks, then
is stronger for a moment. “Truly,
this very day you will be with Me in
Paradise.”

His eyes droop. He is fading
quickly now. But I believe Him. I do!
That’s what gets me through those
next few hours until they break my
legs to kill me. I do believe Him!

And then I find myself here in
heaven, in Paradise. I sure don’t
deserve to be here, but here I am
anyway. I guess that’s what a man
like me gets when the King himself
grants a pardon. Full forgiveness.
Pretty amazing, don’t you think? e
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Do you have a story about how you came to
know Jesus, that may encourage others?
Send your testimony, with a colour
photograph, for consideration to
jodyb@challengenews.org

PART-TIME
JOURNALIST
NEEDED!

chalienge

Are you an experienced Christian journalist
with a heart for sharing the Gospel with
people?
If so, consider applying to be a parttime
journalist at Challenge, part of the team in
our Perth office, 2 days a week.
For more information about this position
please contact our Global Operations
Director, John Palandri.
Office phone: (08) 9453 3311
Email: john@challengenews.org




| would die fory

Rachel Scott was willing to give up everything for her faith.

In the end, she gave up her life.

pril 20, 1999. To many
this date means nothing,
to others it means every-
thing. It is the date of the
Columbine High School
Massacre in Colorado
where seniors Eric Harris and Dylan
Klebold shot and killed 12 students
and one teacher, injured another 24
people, and committed suicide.
Richard Castaldo is lying on the
ground. He has just been shot eight
times, injuries that will result in a
lifelong paralysis. Beside him his

friend, Rachel Joy Scott,
suffering wounds to the Sta rt a
chain

chest, arm, and leg, is
crying, and he tries to
comfort her.

“T asked in vain if she
was okay,” he remem-
bers. “Obviously, I knew
she wasn’t. I never got
an answer.”

Richard watches Eric grab Rachel
by the hair to lift her up. “Do you
believe in God now?” Eric asks her.
“You know I do,” Richard hears his
friend say.

“Well, go be with him,” Eric says
before shooting Rachel in the temple.

She is the first to die that day. If
she’d answered differently perhaps
her life would have been spared.

But Rachel was never one to deny
God, no matter the costs.

“Ilost all my friends at school, now

reaction of
kindness

that I've begun to ‘walk my talk’,” she
wrote in her diary a year before the
massacre. “They make fun of me.

“I have no more personal friends
at school, but you know what? I am
not going to apologize for speaking
the name of Jesus. I am not going to
justify my faith to them, and I am not
going to hide the light that God has
put into me.

“If T have to sacrifice everything I
will. If my friends have to become my
enemies for me to be with my best
friend Jesus, then that’s fine with me.

“If T have to give up eve-
rything, T will.”

In her journals, which
since her death have been
published by her family,
she writes of the day she
met God.

“You know how some
dates just stand out in
your mind? Like your best
friend’s birthday? Well, March 5,
1993 is one of those remember days
for me.”

She was at church with her aunt
and uncle, and in the middle of the
singing she felt a gentle push, “like an
invisible hand at my back getting me
out of my seat and down the aisle”.

“I sorta looked around and then
closed my eyes and then raised my
hands toward heaven. I don’t remem-
ber what I said, but I will never forget
the feeling. That night, I gave my

life to Jesus. That night, I said yes
to God.”

From that day to her very last
moment Rachel said yes to God. And
when she did, she became consumed
with a burning desire to share with
those who did not yet know Him.

“I want you to use me to reach the
unreached,” she once wrote in a letter
addressed to God.

“God is going to use me to reach
the young people. I don’t know how,
I don’t know when,” she wrote.

“I have this theory that if one per-
son can go out of their way to show
compassion, then it will start a chain
reaction of the same. People will
never know how far a little kindness
can go.”

Rachel was a bright, bubbly girl,
who wore eccentric hats and dreamed
of becoming a renowned Hollywood
actress — or a Christian missionary.

She would regularly pray on her
knees, head down, hands on her
face, and tears in her eyes. By 17, the
age of her death, she was attending
three churches and was also an active
member of church youth groups. And
she told her friends of God’s love
despite being mocked for it.

Her televised funeral was attended
by more than 1000 people and
viewed by millions more worldwide.
From her story six books were pub-
lished, including Rachel’s Tears and
The Journals of Rachel Scott.
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Rachel Scott wanted her life to be used to reach people for Jesus.

After her death her parents started
Rachel’s Challenge, a non-profit
organization that advocates a safe
and positive climate and culture in
schools and seeks to control and
deal with school violence, bullying,
discrimination, and homicidal and
suicidal thoughts in students.

In 2001 Rachel was awarded the
National Kindness Award for Student
of the Year by the Acts of Kindness
Association.

AUSSIE SINGING COBBLER FINDS HIS TRUE SONG
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He also became heavily addicted to alco-
hol and drugs as a way of masking his deep
despair and sadness.

One night in 1979, full of alcohol and drugs,
in total despair and wanting an answer for
all the confusion in his life, he looked up to
heaven and cried “There must be a God. If You
are there reveal Yourself to me”.

Suddenly it was as if God had spoken
straight to him. An instant sense of peace
filled his head and heart. He realized his
search was over. Peter had found the answer
he was seeking. He had found God. The next
day, he and his family went to a church and
they all gave their lives to Jesus.

Peter spent the next four years trying to
live the Christian life, but in his own strength.
Alcohol was still part of his life and slowly but
surely, it took over again.

Peter turned away from God. He continued
to sing (in 20 different rock bands over 30
years). His marriage failed and he was left to
raise his baby girl alone.

Peter recalls that all the attention and
adulation made him “feel like a demi-god”,
but through it all he held onto the secret
that his alcoholism had blown out of all
proportion.

He was drinking six bottles of Jack Dan-
iel’s for breakfast, two bottles of red wine
for lunch and at other times, three to five
litres of port a day. Sometimes he would
drink 88 stubbies of beer per day. No one

| knew the extent of his addiction. In addi-
tion, there were masses of prescription
drugs to deal with his depression and six
suicide attempts.

He was an idol to many, yet behind
the scenes he was depressed, lonely and
suicidal.

Eventually the pressure became too
much and, just as his career was about to
soar internationally, Peter walked away
from it all.

Then in 2010, after a seventh failed
suicide attempt, Peter got together with
Viviana, married her the following year and
together they began to seriously search to

A movie called I'm Not Ashamed
based on her life was released in 2016.

Seventeen years after her death,
people young and old continue to be
inspired by her story.

“Idon’t want to be labeled as aver-
age,” she wrote in her journal, and
who would dream of labeling her that
way? °

Australia,
we
worship
sporting
heroes.
One even
acquired
the
nickname
‘God’.
Their
profiles
are used by the media and
advertising industry to sell all
sorts of products and promote
almost any cause or project. They
are lauded by the media at every
turn. Yet often these same sporting
heroes fail their adoring fans. They
behave badly and are caught out. It
seems that ultimately they are just
like everyone else, ordinary humans

ABOVE: Viviana and
Peter Brockelhurst say
the only success worth
having is gained by
trusting God.

who fail.

In several recent cases the
response to the bad behaviour has
been amazing. “Is it any wonder
this happens?” people ask.“We
put expectations on these people
beyond what they can ever deliver,
and yet can’t understand when they
disappoint us.”

What we need is someone to
look up to who will never fail us and
who will be a constant source of

know and follow God.

From previously being an overweight drunk,
pronounced by his doctors to be a “dead man walk-
ing”, Peter lost 57 kilograms and has been free from
alcohol and prescription drug addiction since 2012.
Peter is living proof that if a person allows God to
take over, God is able to do what a person cannot
do on his own.

He and Viviana now run a successful cobbling
business in country Victoria and share the good
news of Jesus with all who will listen. Peter also
works as a preacher and evangelist, using his
incredible voice to sing gospel music at churches. inspiration and encouragement. For

Peter’s testimony is that the only success worth me, that's Jesus. While all human

having is gained by trusting God. ° heroes will eventually let us down,
Jesus can be trusted always °

He remarried and had two more daughters but
that marriage ended as well, leaving him with
further drink, drug, and now gambling problems.
Peter’s life was empty and desperate.

Then in 2000, while he worked as a cobbler in
Hawthorn, a man walked into Peter’s shop and
asked if the rumours about his singing voice were
true. That man then introduced Peter to an entre-
preneur, who helped him get on the road to fame.

Over the next eight years Peter became a house-
hold name in Australia, appearing on numer-
ous television shows, including five episodes of
Australian Story. He wrote an autobiography
entitled Finding my Voice, released two CDs, met
many celebrities, sung at prestigious venues, and

LEFT: Peter as a boy.

received the first standing ovation in 11 years from
a packed house at the Sydney Opera House.

He also sung in a stage show based on his life
called Brave Men Run in our Family in September
2007 with actress Kerry Armstrong.




E_Challenge « Edition 400

Smart-
phone
salvation

BY JOYCE STARR MACIAS

I DID a really stupid thing the
other day. My son-in-law and | had
been texting back and forth, so |
put my smartphone on top of the
car while | filled up with petrol.
When the tank was full, | hurriedly
got back into the car and drove off
- forgetting that | hadn't retrieved
my phone.

Preoccupied with thoughts, |
drove all the way home without

noticing that

my phone was
i missing. Since

P our house is
i "_d off the beaten
o o & track, we
el a o don't usually
see many
e ' strangers.
i & i @ | Butthat day
as | checked

view mirror,
| noticed a car | didn't recognise
right behind me. It stayed behind
me all the way to the house,
then the driver pulled into our
driveway, stopped and got out.

“Your phone fell off your car.
| followed you so | could give it
back,” he said, handing me my
phone. The phone was scuffed and
the cover had popped off.

“Oh no” | groaned, suddenly
remembering what I'd done. It
didn't appear my phone could be
salvaged.

| tried turning it on but the
screen was dark and unresponsive.

“l guess it's done for," | said
sadly.

“Maybe not,” the man answered
as he retrieved the phone, deftly
opened the back, pushed the
battery into place and snapped it
back together again.

A quick press of the ‘on’ button,
and the light turned green.
Everything seemed to be working
normally.

Despite the way | had treated
my phone, it was a little worse for
wear, with nothing more than a
small dent at the top and a couple
of scratches.

As | mentally reviewed the
morning’s events, it seemed to me
that the smartphone episode was
a wonderful illustration of God's
grace.

My phone had been slammed
around and bore signs of damage,
much the same way as trials
and tribulations shatter and scar
people’s lives.

But God is in the business of
healing messed-up people, picking
up the shattered pieces and, by
His undeserved kindness, restores
broken lives.

We can be salvaged, just as my
benefactor had rescued my phone
and put it back together.

Though we may bear some scars
from our experiences, God gives
us another chance to be like new.

If we are willing, the Bible tells
us that ‘out of sheer generosity
God puts us in right standing with
Himself... [getting] out of the mess
we're in’ (see Romans 3:23). °

Article courtesy of Warcry Magazine

Renowned Australian photographer Ken Duncan
reminds us to slow down, enjoy, and be thankful for

the beauty around us

ave you ever wondered

why days seemed to last

forever when you were

a child and now it feels
as if we blink and another week
is over?

The pace of life is faster than
ever and we can trip over just
trying to keep up. We have all
this technology to make life
easier, yet no invention that can
slow down time.

A 2012 study published in
Psychology Today revealed the
real problem. We're suffering
from a chronic lack of awe.

For the study some subjects
watched funny imagery while
others watched ‘awe-inspiring’
imagery. Those who watched
the ‘awe-inspiring’ imagery felt
like they had more time, as if
the minutes had slowed down.

And it makes sense.

During our childhood we
likely spent countless hours
outdoors looking up at the
clouds or the magnificent night
sky.

But as we get older we tend to
stop looking up and spend more
time looking down at computer
screens and smart devices.

My basic philosophy is best
summed up by these words:
“For since the creation of the
world, God’s invisible qualities
— his eternal power and divine
nature — have been clearly seen,
being understood from what
has been made, so that men
are without excuse” (Romans
chapter 1 verse 20).

I consider myself an average
photographer with a great God;

I'm merely an interpreter of
God’s creation.

My ‘office’ is the lush rain-
forests of the Daintree, desert
wonders like Uluru, and our
magnificent, endless beaches.
I've travelled the world inter-
preting God’s creation and
I've come to realize that the
only appropriate response
is an overwhelming sense of
gratitude.

Gazing into crystal clear
water at the foot of a glorious,
roaring waterfall is like staring
into the face of God, truly com-
prehending his creative nature
and his rich blessings.

“Walk out into the fields
and look at the wildflowers.
They never primp or shop, but
have you ever seen colour and
design quite like it? The 10 best-
dressed men and women in the
country look shabby alongside
them” (Matthew chapter 6
verse 29).

Take a moment to really stop
and smell the roses; lie on your
back and stare up at the stars,
just like you used to when you
were a child.

Perhaps over the years it’s
not just your childlike sense of
awe that’s left you, but also your
childlike faith.

Maybe it’s time to recapture
that, too.

“Enter with the password:
‘Thank you!” Make yourselves
at home, talking praise. Thank
him. Worship him” (Psalm 100
verse 4).

When we truly immerse
ourselves in God’s creation, we

can’t help but be thankful. It
creates a certain sense of per-
spective — the same God who
created the universe is taking
care of each one of us.

I believe God has an incred-
ible destiny for Australia and
for us as Australians. As we
start to say ‘Thank you’, [God]
will start to open up those doors
even more.

At a time when there is so
much fear and anxiety around
the world, what is the answer?
Ibelieve the answer is faith and
thankfulness for what God is
going to do. Our help and our
hope are in him.

The National Day of Thanks-
giving is on Saturday 27 May
2017. It’s an opportunity for
us to stop, as a nation, and say
‘thanks’ to God and to each
other for the blessings we all

enjoy. °
“The only appropriate
response is
overwhelming
gratitude”

WHEN IS A PARDON NOT A PARDON?

BY RICHARD INNES

n Pennsylvania in 1929, George

Wilson was sentenced to be

hanged by the United States

Court for robbing the Federal
payroll and for murder. President
Andrew Jackson pardoned him but
this was refused, and Wilson insisted
that it was not a pardon unless he
accepted it. That was a point of law
never before raised, and the Presi-
dent called the Supreme Court to
decide.

Chief Justice John Marshal gave
the following decision: ‘A pardon is
a paper, the value of which depends
upon its acceptance by the person

implicated. It is hardly to be sup-
posed that one under sentence
of death would refuse to accept a
pardon, but if it is refused, there is
no pardon. George Wilson must be
hanged!” And he was.

As Chief Justice Marshal said,
it is difficult to believe that a man
sentenced to death would refuse to
accept an unconditional pardon he
was offered. But why is it that untold
numbers of people have been offered
a far greater pardon that George
Wilson was offered and have either
refused or failed to accept it.

And exactly what is this pardon?
It is a full and free unconditional
pardon from God, who gave His only

Son, Jesus Christ, to die in our place
on the insufferably cruel Roman
cross at Easter time some 2,000 years
ago. Jesus did this to pay the just
penalty for all our sins so that God
could fully and freely pardon every
one of us.

However, like George Wilson’s
pardon, God’s pardon only becomes
a reality when it is believed and
accepted. But why did Jesus have to
die, you might ask.

The answer is that Jesus died for
us because God is a God of infinite
justice and cannot forgive sin without
justice being served. Otherwise He
wouldn’t be God. This means that all
sin must be judged according to the
universal moral law of God. We can
no more defy this law and live than
we can defy the law of gravity by
jumping out of an aeroplane without
a parachute and survive.

It is ‘the law of sin and death,
which means that the judgement
and penalty of all sin is death that,
after this life, is eternal separation
from God in the place God’s Word
calls Hell. God’s Word makes it very
clear that ‘the wages of sin is death’
— eternal death. This happens unless
we apply a higher law which is ‘the
law of the Spirit of Life,” which is a
God-given ‘spiritual parachute’ to

save us from eternal death.

God is a God of absolute holiness
so no sin or unforgiven sinners can
survive in His presence. As some
bacteria are not able to survive in
the light if they are exposed to it, so
it is with us. In our sinful state if we
were exposed to God and His incred-
ible light, we would be destroyed
instantaneously. And herein lies our
dilemma.

However, God’s answer to our
dilemma is that God is not only a God
of infinite justice and absolute holi-
ness, but also a God of eternal love.
Because of his love, God gave His very
own Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to die
on the Cross in our place to pay the
penalty for our sins to meet the auto-
matic demands of God’s justice and
holiness. Christ’s death made possi-
ble God’s ‘law of the Spirit of Life’ — a
God-given ‘spiritual parachute’ — to
save us from eternal death. This is
God’s gift to you and me.

To accept this pardon all we need
to dois confess our sinfulness, believe
that Jesus is the Son of God and that
He died in our place for our sins, and
ask God for, and accept, His forgive-
ness and pardon. It may seem too
simple but Jesus did all that needed
to be done for us. All we need to do
is accept the pardon. °
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WAS THE TOMB
REALLY EMPTY?

Is there another plausible theory for
Jesus’ empty tomb?

BASED on overwhelming historical evidence, Christians believe
that Jesus was bodily resurrected in real time and space by the
supernatural power of God. The difficulties in belief may be great,
but the problems inherent in disbelief are even greater.

Many people have advanced alternate theories to explain the
Resurrection:

o The wrong-tomb theory.

Answer: If the wrong tomb were involved, the Jewish authorities
would have lost no time in producing the body from the proper
tomb and squashing any talk of a resurrection.

o The hallucination theory

Answer: It is not credible to think that five hundred people
could have seen the same hallucination for forty days.
e The swoon theory

Answer: Jesus was pierced in the side by a soldier to prove that
he was dead before they took him down from the cross. Even if he
somehow survived that, it is impossible that someone half-dead,
weak and ill could have rolled the heavy stone away, got passed
the Roman guards and then given the disciples the impression
that he was a Conqueror over death and the grave.

e The stolen-body theory

Answer: How did the depressed and cowardly disciples
suddenly become so brave and daring as to face a detachment of
select soldiers at the tomb to steal the body? And why would they
do so? They didn't even understand that Jesus was going to rise
from the dead.

o The moved-body theory

Answer: If the authorities moved the body, when the disciples
started to talk about a resurrection, why didn‘t they recover the
corpse, display it on a cart and wheel it through the centre of
Jerusalem?

o The relocated-body theory

Answer: The Jews didn’t relocate the bones to an ossuary until
the body had been buried for a year. Even if it were true, all it
accounts for is the empty tomb, which is not what convinced the
disciples Jesus had risen - it was his appearances to them.

o the copycat theory (Christianity copies ancient myths)

Answer: Unlike the historical Jesus, there is no evidence for
the reliability of any of the alleged parallelstories in the mystery
religions. Jesus of Nazareth ate, slept, performed miracles, died,
and returned to life. These accounts are supported by a reliable
historical record. In contrast, the dying and rising gods of the
mystery religions were timeless myths repeated annually with the
changing seasons.

The greatest proof of Jesus’ bodily resurrection is the change
that came over his followers. They were transformed from terrified
doubters, to bold, charismatic preachers who were prepared to die
for what they had witnessed. And who would die for something
they knew to be a lie? If the resurrection had not happened, they
would have known it. °
These arguments are taken directly from More than a Carpenter by Josh McDowell, chapter 10.

For more in depth reasoning see, among others, More than a Carpenter by Josh McDowell; Who
moved the Stone? by Frank Morrison; or Cold-Case Christianity by). Warner Wallace.

The power of saying “yes”

Michele Black had no idea, when she grudgingly agreed to go to
Rwanda, how much of an impact she would turn out to make.

ver the course of 100 days from
April to July 1994 approxi-
mately 800,000 people in
Rwanda were slaughtered by
Hutu nationalists, an extremist
group targeting members of the minority
Tutsi community during the civil war.

Almost 15 years later, in 2007, the
country was still in a state of recovery.
Many of the widows from the 1994 geno-
cide needed to go back to work to support
their families, but without childcare
facilities they had to rely on houseboys
to look after the younger children.

Sadly they discovered that a lot of the
houseboys were raping the children.

This moved the Rwandan Govern-
ment to have a vision that by 2020 every
church in every village would have a
nursery school attached to it so children
could receive proper care.

To do this, they requested help from
Australia to prepare teachers, because
there were no qualified nursery teach-
ers in Rwanda and nowhere for them
to go for training unless they moved to
Uganda.

Michele Black was sitting at home one
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Michele Black with one of the little lives she has touched in Rwanda.

afternoon of March 2007 when a friend
called to ask if she would build a team to
train these nursery teachers.

“I am not going back to Africa,” Michele
thought. Months earlier she had returned
exhausted from Mozambique having con-
tracted malaria for the second time in her
three trips to the continent.

She was done with
Africa, but God had other
plans as her church offered
to fund everything.

Initially Michele only
wanted to go once, but now
she says, “I have been to
Rwanda nine times.”

She trained 30 teachers
on her first visit in 2007,
then continued their training until 2010,
when she helped prepare them to become
the national trainers.

“Which they did — they went out to
every village in every province and trained
other nursery teachers,” she says.

“When we came back in 2011 we were
informed they had in fact trained over
5,000 new nursery teachers.”

Michele says there are no laws in

control

God has

of the big
picture

Rwanda to restrict the number of students
to a class, so she once met a 70-year-old
man who taught a class of 194 kids.

He taught them under a tree, she
explains, with no equipment, no furni-
ture, and no building. “He just believed
so passionately in giving the new genera-
tion of Rwandans a chance through
education.”

As she continued to go back, it
began to dawn on Michele how big
an impact her half-hearted “yes”
was making.

“Let’s say the average class size is
110 children and 5000 teachers have
been trained; that is 650,000 Rwan-
dan children’s lives that have been
changed forever through education,
just because I reluctantly said, ‘Here I am,
send me!””

At a childhood camp, Michele recalls
the decision that changed her life: “I real-
ized I needed to make my own decision to
follow Jesus, not just rely on the Christian
heritage of my family.

“I wanted my life to be fulfilled and
have purpose and I could see that the
only way to do that was to invite Jesus

to take charge of my life and to guide my
every footstep.”

On August 25 last year, Michele once
again found herself with two full suitcases
and a passport in hand. The only differ-
ence this time was she was flying one way,
with no return flight booked.

She is living in Rwanda, working along-
side her friend, and together they are
writing modules to start the first nursery
teacher training college in Rwanda. A few
years ago, they bought the land where they
are believing they will one day build the
Teacher Training College.

Through her experience, Michele has
come to realize God’s plan for her life was
so much greater than her own.

“God has impressed on my heart that
even though we sometimes can’t see the
big picture, if we look at those around us
who are being influenced, He has control
of the big picture,” she says.

“God knows all about you. Life is so
short, ask Him into your life today and
then tell someone you admire and trust
and can lead you in the right direction of
a life living with purpose, hope and pas-
sion.” °
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Faith like a child

What does God say about children?

buse and pain, whether physical or psychological, angers
and outrages us, particularly if it involves children.
When we hear of children being neglected, beaten, told
they are unloved and worthless, or made to endure great
loss and suffering, our hearts break for them.

Instinctively we know children are precious. Just how precious,
God reminds us in His Word.

God says children are a gift and a blessing from Him. “Sons are
a heritage from the Lord,” it says in Psalm 127 verse 3; “children
are a reward from Him.”

Jesus says children are precious in His eyes. They are also an
example of what we must become like to enter the kingdom of
God.

In Matthew chapter 18, the disciples ask Jesus who is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. “[Jesus] called a little child
to him, and placed the child among them. And he said: ‘Truly I
tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever takes
the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom
of heaven. And whoever welcomes one such child in my name
welcomes me’.”

“Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for

the kingdom of God
belongs to such as
these” — Jesus says
in Mark 10 verse 14. -

Children should -
not be seen as infe- p'! .
rior. “See that you do F g -
not look down on one u"' 4 |
of these little ones,” .I'l‘ r f p! | ]

Jesus commands in
Matthew 18 verse 10. “For I tell you their angels in heaven always
see the face of my father in heaven.”

And they should be protected, not harmed, because they
belong to God.

“If anyone causes one of these little ones — those who believe
in me — to stumble, it would be better for them to have a large
millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned in the
depths of the sea” — Jesus explains sternly in Matthew 18 verse 6.

Children have a simple and pure faith that makes it easy for
them to believe in and accept God’s immense love for them. If
you want to know what God expects of our faith, just follow the
example of a child. °
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Dr Ron Neller has found that his
PH.D in fluvial geomorphology is
no stumbling block to accepting the
Biblical account of creation

BY TAS WALKER

R Ron Neller reflects that he
has had an amazing career.
“T've travelled the world. I've
seen incredible river systems
and incredible landscapes. I've expe-
rienced a diversity of cultures. I've
also been robbed. I've been shot at.
T've been arrested by foreign govern-
ments. I've been bitten by venomous
creatures, I've fallen into raging riv-
ers ... and I've survived. It’s been an
exciting life.”
FLOOD CHASER

“I was essentially a flood chaser”,
Ron says. “I saw an incredible variety
of fluvial systems on this planet in a
diversity of environments, includ-
ing arctic, temperate, subtropical,
tropical, and desert environments.
In these travels I came to appreciate
the power of water, and to under-
stand the landscapes such systems
created.”

Raised as one of four children in
what he says was a dysfunctional
family, Ron explained that he saw
education as an escape mechanism.

“Although I did not get the best
of school grades to go to university
I pleaded with my parents to let me
go nonetheless— I would pay my own
way. They did so, thinking that I was
seeking education. But I was seeking
to escape from life’s problems.”

After he had com-
pleted his Ph.D.,
Ron set out to see
the world. Over
the years he’s car-
ried out research
in many countries,
including Australia,
Finland, vari-
ous Pacific Island
nations, South
Africa, China, Peru,
and Libya.

On returning to Australia with his
many years of experience, Ron rose
quickly through the ranks. He was
appointed director of a research insti-
tute aligned with over 40 researchers.

He set up a field research station
on Fraser Island near Brisbane,
Australia. It’s the world’s largest sand
island, with an area of 1,840 km2, and
is World Heritage listed.

As his reputation spread, he
became an adviser to state and
federal governments, dealing with
World Heritage sites.

“I was amazed by the diversity of
environments on our planet,” Ron
says.

“In Genesis 1:31 we read, ‘God saw
everything that he had made, and
behold, it was very good.” At that time
I would have said that I saw every-
thing that was there, and it was very
good. So, although I now appreciate
that we live in a fallen world, I think
I was developing a tiny bit of the love

need to

Why do we

say it took
millions of
years?

for creation the Lord was express-
ing there.”

With his wide experience, Ron
began to see that the geological
evidence collected during his
research did not fit the slow-and-
gradual thinking that permeats
his profession.

He tells a story: “I was once
researching in the Amazon jungle
and my colleagues back home
were theorizing how a changing
climate formed the landscape
over millions of years. But when
I looked at the evidence I did
not see that. What we saw were
very mobile river systems rap-
idly changing their courses, and
creating new landscapes that do
not need eons of time. Why do we
need to say it took many years?

“But, of course, I was told in
no uncertain terms by some col-
leagues to think more ‘logically’.”
PEER PRESSURE VS EVIDENCE

Sometime later, Ron, not yet
a Christian, was with a research
team examining continental shelf
sediments off Hong Kong.

He says, “After we had ana-
lyzed the sediments in the labo-
ratories, I looked at the data and
said to university colleagues, ‘I
see evidence in these ocean sedi-
ments for one flood, one enormous
flood.” Of course, I was again told to

be ‘logical’, otherwise I could

lose research grants.”

In all the time that Ron was
travelling around the world,
family, friends and colleagues
would invite him to church. And
he would go. “T don’t know what
I was looking for, but I wasn’t
consciously trying to connect
with God,” says Ron. “I was into
my early fifties before I came to
accept Jesus Christ and to finally
give my life to Him.”

It was only upon becoming a
Christian that the geomorphological
data he had gathered from decades
of research finally started to make
sense.

One issue that Ron faced when
he became a Christian involved the
age of the earth. According to the
Bible, the earth’s age is about 6,000
years old, but mainstream geologists
work with ages of hundreds of mil-
lions of years. Asked about this, Ron
explained that all dating methods are
based on assumptions.

He said that no one knows if these
assumptions are valid or not. Recog-
nizing those assumptions has for Ron
destroyed any idea that radioactive
dating, for instance, is a challenge to
the biblical timeline. Ron indicated
that he had no problem with the bibli-
cal date of 6,000 years for the earth
and universe, and 4,500 years for the
date of Noah’s Flood.

Most people think that scientists

DR TAS WALKER worked in power station design and operation, and the geological assessment
of coal deposits. He works full-time researching and speaking for Creation Ministries International

(Australia). For more: creation.com/walker.

DR RON NELLER has held lecturing and research positions at four universities in Australia, as
well as universities in Finland and Hong Kong. He has initiated and directed a research institute
in environmental sustainability, and established two research stations in natural resource
management. He has undertaken landscape studies in many places around the world, and held
numerous advisory positions with Australian governments and international agencies such as the
OECD (Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development).
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Dr Ron Neller holds a B.A. (Hons), and a Ph.D. in fluvial geomorphology, one of
the Earth sciences. Geomorphology (geo = earth; morph = shape) is the study of
the surface features of the earth, such as the landscapes on the continents and
the landforms under the oceans; ‘fluvial’ (Latin fluere = to flow) relates to rivers.

accept the results of radioactive dat-
ing without question. “They do not,”
Ron said. “Large numbers of dates
are rejected as being ‘contaminated’.
Why? Because the dates do not match
the age they already believe about
that particular environment. But they
do not report it that way.”

Ron’s academic strength lies in
understanding erosion, sediment
transport and sediment deposition,
and he found that he was unable to
align his deep understanding of these
with the orthodox geological belief
about the process of fossilization.

He argues that “Fossils are a record
of death and catastrophic burial.
These are clearly consistent with
what we would expect from Noah’s
Flood.”

FOSSILS NOT FROM RIVER FLOODS

Ron states that although fossils can
be formed by a variety of processes,
by far the majority of land-based
plants and animals that have been
fossilized were rapidly and deeply
buried by sediments in an aquatic
environment. To ensure fossilization,
an organism must be buried deep
enough to protect it from predation
and to minimize decomposition by
bacteria and chemicals.

“50-plus years of monitoring of riv-
ers globally”, says Ron, “shows there
is not enough sediment produced to
create the large regional fossil beds
that we see. There are many journal
papers about sediment deposition
from large floods today.

“They report only centimetres of
sediment, and only over local areas.
But metres of sediment are needed
over extensive areas to fossilize even
a small animal.”

When Ron eventually came to
Christ, it was because, in his life’s
journey, he was seeing Creation and
the Genesis Flood in the landscapes.

He says, “When I finally got around to
looking at the Bible I thought, ‘Wow,
there is such an amazing harmony
between the landscapes and the
account of Scripture.””

As the Apostle Paul notes, “For
since the creation of the world His
invisible attributes are clearly seen,
being understood by the things that
are made, even His eternal power and
Godhead, so that they are without
excuse,” (Romans 1:20).

Some eight years ago Ron left the
university he was at and is now part
of the Creation Ministries Interna-
tional (CMI) team in Brisbane, where
he is a researcher, writer and speaker
whose articles appear in Creation
magazine, the Journal of Creation,
and online at creation.com. °

TAS WALKER, B.Sc.(Hons.) [geology],
B.Eng.(Hons.), Ph.D.
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Believe it

or not

BY CREATION MINISTRIES
INTERNATIONAL

Japanese ‘squid’
calls for evolution
rewrite

The hard fossilized remains of
belemnites.

FOSSIL belemnites found in
Japan mean previous ideas about
belemnite evolution need to be
changed. Belemnites are extinct
squid-like animals that leave a
hard, bullet-shaped fossil ‘shell;
called a guard.

The researchers in Japan say
their discoveries mean that
belemnites originated 33 million
years earlier than previously
thought (according to their
evolutionary assumptions) and
that the animal did not evolve in
northern Europe, but in Asia.

Once again we see that
evolution is insulated from the
evidence. No matter what is found,

evolution is the explanation.
The story changes
to absorb the new

L. data.
-
LR
Creationist o
geologists interpret Y
these creatures as #
being buried during
Noah's Flood, as What a
the waters were bl
rising to inundate is thought
the earth.The i@ lhae
order of the fossils e e

is not the order of

evolution. Rather it's the order in
which the different animals were
overwhelmed during this biblical
global catastrophe. °

Belemnites originated in the
Triassic—A new look at an old group,
Geology 40(10):911-914, 2012.
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“Congratulations, you are pregnant!”
The words over the phone from the
hospital nurse were like a death knell to
single teenager Sharon Clayton in the

summer of 1974

l l hat could I do?” she
writes in her auto-
Wbiographical book,
Reconcile Me: from

Abortion’s Chains “Dad would reject
me, and my family would have to bear
the shame. My whole life was ahead
of me with so much I still wanted to
do, and I wasn’t even nineteen yet!”

Abortion seemed to be the only
sensible option.

However, lying in the
doctor’s office feeling as
cold and detached as the
instruments that were
being pushed deep inside
her, Sharon began to real-
ise this thoughtless deci-
sion might have ongoing
ripple effects throughout
her life.

| couldn'tdo
itin my own
strength,
and | wasn't
meant to

For a year afterwards, Sharon had
done Bible study lessons and knew
about sin and how it separates us
from God, and how Jesus died on
the cross to reconcile us back to God
by paying for all our wrongdoing.
However, after her mother aban-
doned the family and her father
remarried and had other children,
Sharon had such a deep desire to
feel loved and to belong
that, despite what she
knew was right, her
poor boundaries and
low self-esteem led her
into foolish behaviour.

“You will regret hav-
ing an abortion one day,
you know,” Rose told
her prophetically when
she heard the news.

“At home the guilt and
pain washed over me in
waves. I reflected on how I hated
myself. How had I got myself into
this predicament? I was an attrac-
tive young woman to look at from
the outside, but inside I was broken.”

Sharon had known that sleeping
around was wrong and she knew the
abortion was just an attempt to “get
rid of the evidence of my immoral
conduct”.

Years before, in Grade 7, she and
her sister Rose had tearfully rushed
forward at a Billy Graham Christian
evangelical crusade to make a deci-
sion to give their lives to Jesus Christ.

But, flushing the jelly-
like mass of the lifeless
embryo down the toilet shortly after-
wards, Sharon was determined never
to look back.

Through the years that followed,
Sharon travelled widely around Aus-
tralia and continued looking for love
in sexual relationships, eventually
deciding that since her looks were
her greatest asset, she would go to
the mining town of Kalgoorlie and
become a prostitute.

“Oh how foolish my thinking was! I
was 20 years old, insecure, believing
I was ‘left on the shelf’. I needed love
so desperately,” she remembers. At

A DEADLY DECISION

Reconcile Me

Jrom abortion s chains

Sharon McFee’s book cover. INSET: Sharon as a young woman.

that time the God she had ignored
for so long stepped into her life by
introducing her to Peter McFee, the
man she was to marry, just before her
planned trip to Kalgoorlie.

“God knew my past, and He knew
my brokenness, yet He still loved me
and knew exactly what I needed. I

had an unstable background, and
Peter’s was rock solid ... I needed
Peter’s strength and stability,” Sha-
ron admits.

They were married the following
year, just after Sharon was 21, and
went on to have three sons and — after
eight years, a reverse vasectomy and

much prayer — two daughters.

At 23 Sharon got more serious
about her faith and started reading
the Bible daily and repenting of the
wrong things she had done; even
making things right where possible —
like paying for a purse she had stolen
five years earlier.

Initially she thought being a
Christian involved following a
lot of rules and doing everything
“perfectly” but one day as she was
studying the Bible it came to her
suddenly that: “I couldn’t do it
in my own strength, and I wasn’t
meant to”.

“Jesus Christ had already done
it for me, and when God looks at
me He sees Christ, in spite of all
my imperfections,” she explains.
“It is hard for us to receive the
free gift of eternal life because
we feel that somehow we have to

earn it. We’re deceived into believing
the lie that we have to work for our
salvation.”

Eventually, 25 years after her abor-
tion, Sharon was brought to place
in counselling where she could deal
with the profound grief and guilt of
taking her child’s life. She was able
to forgive herself and the doctor who
had performed the operation.

“All the guilt and pain and denial
came pouring out like pus bursting
out of an infected wound. It felt like
it had been buried in the pit of my
stomach all this time. I cried and
cried and cried,” she writes.

But her book ends with hope.

“God cares and is in the business
of restoring lives. Jesus Christ is the
only way. One encounter with Christ
will change your life — you will never
be the same.” °

*Read Sharon McFee’s full story in her book
Reconcile Me: from Abortion’s Chains available
from her website www.refugeofgrace.com.au

Life is in your hands...- 4 s

BY BISHOP RICK LEWERS

n 2015 friends of mine miscarried their
baby girl. A funeral was held for their little
girl which I attended with tears.

This year they are expecting another
child but again, at 25 weeks, things have not
been travelling well. The mother remains close
to the hospital while the husband has taken
compassionate leave to be with his wife.

They have asked their friends and churches
to pray.

When the father rang me and asked my
advice on being away from work for
an extended period, I offered some
time-honoured advice — make deci-
sions that will leave you without
regrets.

As we were travelling back from
the western plains through some
greatly-needed rain, I was drawn
to an article on the ABC website
regarding abortion, which on the
background of my friend’s request
for prayer for their unborn child,
staggers belief.

Figures released by Queensland’s Health
Minister Cameron Dick have revealed that 27
babies survived late-term abortions in Queens-
land hospitals last year but were not rendered
care and allowed to die.

Mr Dick also provided the number of ‘Tlive

you

Make
decisions

won't
regret

birth’ abortions for the last 10 years, which
shows a steady increase of those that survive,
totalling in all 204 terminations with live birth
outcomes.

The babies were of five months gestation or
more. Queensland Health confirmed that in
such cases, care is not rendered to the baby
after a decision to terminate is made and it is
left to perish in the clinic.

After telling my friend to make decisions that
will leave him without regrets, I felt | needed
to follow my own advice and respond to this
ABC report.

I have since discovered that in New
South Wales, an abortion is only law-
ful if a woman’s doctor believes on
reasonable grounds it is necessary to
avoid a serious danger to her life or her
physical or mental health, taking into
account economic, social and medical
factors.

The ACT, Victoria and Tasmania
have all decriminalised abortion,
making it legal up to nine months’
gestation.

However, late-term abortions in
Tasmania, defined as past four months, and
Victoria, where late-term is classed beyond six
months, require approval from two medical
practitioners.

A private member’s bill to legalise abortion
in Queensland has been introduced in State

Parliament by inde-

pendent MP Rob 1 "-

Pyne.
In response, '

Deputy Premier |

and Labour MP -
Jackie Trad said, “I
am unashamedly
pro-choice.”

“What a woman
decides to do with
her body, in con-
sultation with her
doctor, does not belong in the criminal code.”

Now I don’t pretend to speak for women in
what they do with their bodies but termina-
tions with live birth outcomes where the living
child is left to perish in the clinic has little to
do with what a woman does with her body and
everything to do with the value of a child’s life.

I confess to not being a supporter of abor-
tion, but leaving a child to perish even when
a termination is desired has to be something
that in our humanness scars us with the sad-
dest regret.

There are people crying out for adoption and
organisations set up to assist those who need
and want it.

One such organisation is Anglicare’s “Hope
for Life”, a specialised service that is an advo-
cate for the unborn child of teenage parents.

As T write, I expect that some will react

~ '

violently to what I am saying while others will
be angry that I have not been much harsher.

Personally, I feel no sense of violence toward
those who see termination as their option.

Nor do I want to crush those who have made
a choice to terminate and now live with that
decision.

To be honest 1 just feel a profound sense of
grief and even more so as my friends seek for
the life of their little one struggling but yet
unborn.

In fact, if I could offer one word about how
God responds to all this I think His most pro-
found response would be grief for us while He
cares eternally for the terminated.

My advice when it comes to the really crucial
issues of life is to do that which will leave you
without regrets in this life and for the life to
come. °
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Lessons from
a sausage
dog (Part 2)

BY JODY BENNETT

<2 Building Better Mareiages

LIVING FREE OF REGRET

lived for far too long with many
regrets and like the quote above
says, they have beaten me up.

Many of you reading this
understand precisely what I
mean.

A father and son argue heat-
edly with each other and the
father shouts out, “You’re not
my son! I disown you!”

The door slams furiously as
the son walks out and father and
son never speak to each other again.

In the midst of a tense confronta-
tion a husband spits out at his wife,
“I'wish I had never married you” and
he opens a wound of rejection in her
that may never heal.

A young girl rues the day she gos-
siped behind her friend’s back, wish-
ing she could have the moment over,
to take it all back.

Or a demanding mother with high
expectations for her children makes

Peter is humiliated and ashamed.

Once the proud boaster who said
he would follow Jesus anywhere and
even die with him, he is haunted by
the words that fell from his lips, three
times, no less:

“I do not know the man!”

And two walk a dusty road together,
filled with sorrow over the death of
Jesus and what might have been.

But in the middle of all this sorrow,
Jesus bursts out of the grave alive,
confronting everyone’s regret and
changing things forever.

Peter is restored.

Two travellers have their hope
renewed.

‘]‘)ﬁslmpks are commls.smned.” didn't really have that sort of money

e time for regret is over” says

Jesus. “Now take this message of to spend, but on the ot'her hand, .
» how could we put a price on the life
hope to the whole world!
. . . of our beloved pet? And how would
Here is what I am discovering.

I do not have to be held hostage by | tell the Fhlldren we kllled.the dog
' because it was too expensive?
my regrets!

BY ROB FURLONG

“I HAS NO REGRETS!”

If you have seen the film, The
BFG, you will know that this is the
response of the evil, human-eating
giant, Fleshlumpeater, when he is
asked by Sophie if he is sorry for all
the bad things he has done.

Regret is one of those emotions
that eats away silently at our souls
and rare indeed is the person who
has no regrets.

Regret is so damaging to our
well-being it compelled one author
to state:

Regret empties anticipation, flat-
tens dreams, and suffocates hope,
because regret is a form of self-
punishment ... regret beats us up
with the past.

I have come to realise that I have

THIS last week our sausage dog
got parvo virus, a gastro-intestinal
disease that can easily kill a dog
through dehydration or secondary
infection.

Carrie was very ill and the vet
warned me that should she not
improve with treatment at home,
she may have to be hospitalised,
which would require a $3,000
deposit!

This put us in a very difficult
position. On the one hand, we

us to maintain a sleepless vigil as we
rehearse our failures and shortcom-
ings over and over in our minds.

Bear in mind, I am not talking
about hindsight.

Hindsight is that wonderful gift
which enables us to process the mis-
takes from our past in a healthy way
and, importantly, to learn from them.

I remember the time I stuck my
finger into a live electrical light socket
at my grandmother’s home, wonder-

‘HE Baw EO it clear that she regards them as “fail-  ing what would happen. Because not only did Jesus die
. I . [ 1 l I N R ures” and an embarrassment to her. Isoon learned and the subsequent  for my past mistakes, he completely
. .l N e L Regret comes in all sizes, takes  jolt I received taught me a valuable  obliterated them — and yours — when
[ | I oy B [ 1 o -
. I. : O O N many forms and more often than lesson: “I will never do that again! He rose from the dead!
I] h - ] I oY -l +- not, itinvolves broken relationships. Hindsight enables us to learn from In that decisive act, our past fail-
o I LI ENE B P Regret keeps us up at night, forcing ~ our past mistakes. ures were dealt with once and for all

Regret wants to keep us impris-  and he has given us new life.

oned by them. This changes everything, including
Consider then, how Jesus deals  our relationships.
with regret. We cannot change the past, but we

can live free from it.

And we change our present when
we rest in the fact that because of
Jesus, regret can no longer “beat us

up!” o

On that first Easter, there are
regrets aplenty!

Judas, betrayer of Jesus, filled with
remorse, dies a lonely, despairing
death by his own hand.

How can I become

a Christian?

Anyone can gain the eternal life offered though Jesus Christ

We read in God's word: “God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son,
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16)

OUR
PROBLEM:

| have heard of people who
have spent $20, 000 or more on
their dogs, paying for operations
or ongoing treatments for various
diseases or allergies.

Before we owned a pet | would
have said that was completely
crazy, but now | know our animals
come to be part of the family

Separation from God
“Everyone has sinned. Nobody is good enough because
God's standards are perfect” (Romans 3:23)

GOD’S

There's an APP for that ..

RECYCLE RIGHT APP

Jesus died on the cross

REMEDY / “God demonstrates His own love for us in this; while we m tﬂ'—'l;ﬂ and |, for one, was reduced to
SOLUTION: werestill sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8) WANT to do the right thing by the uncontrollable sobs at the thought
............................................‘... ....... J enViI’OnmenthtabitCOnfUSedabOUt \ thatourdogmightdie'

Trust Jesus by receiving Him what can be recycled and how? Can But what makes our pets so
OUR ”Tp all who receivedHim, to those who be{ieved in batteries or pIastic bags be recycled? valuable? They it ikiEn Benes
RESPONSE: His name, He gave the right to become children m What do you do with your old toaster rE EYC l 'E
of God” (John 1:12) & on the carpet, leave poop all over

or nearly-empty paint tins?
Well, the free Recycle Right app,

the lawn and destroy our favourite
shoes — from a purely practical,

right

Here is an example of how you can pray.

“Lord Jesus, I need You now. Please forgive me for my sins.

I open the door of my life and receive You as my Saviour and Lord.
Thankyou for loving me so much that You died on the cross for me.

Take control of my life. Make me the person You created me to be. Amen”

The Lord Jesus says: “I tell you the truth. Everyone who believes in me
has eternal life.” (John 6:47). He gives life of a wonderful quality that continues forever.

AS A NEXT STEP:

If you prayed ¥
the above prayer,-
tick this box

I have prayed
this prayer.

Please send me:

[ ] Bible
|:| Some ‘starting off’ literature
|:| Information on a helpful church

the prayer at this
stage, tick this box

If you have NOT prayed @

I would like to
think about this.

Please send me:

More information as I am inquiring
about being a Christian.

|:| I have a problem (see attached letter)

* Please tick and write clearly *

Name

Address

Phone

Age and occupation (it helps)

Challenge Literature Fellowship
PO Box 978, Cloverdale WA 6985

Fax (08) 9453 3006 or email
info@challengenews.org

All overseas enquiries are referred onto someone in their own country

available on iOS and Android, is a
great app to find out the recycling
rules in your own municipality and
to give you specific guidelines about
what to do with your junk.

Find out the dates of your next
green waste or junk collection, under
the information from your council
with the “Which Bin?” feature; which
also tells you exactly what is allowed
in your recycling bin.

With the “Find my Nearest”icon
you can locate your closest charity
shop, electrical or car disposal facility,

Challenge
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Literature Fellowship (ABN 98 206 125 814)
in association with the international family of
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Order Challenge from
Challenge Literature Fellowship
PO Box 978 Cloverdale WA 6985
Call 08 9453 3311
Email: accounts@challengenews.org

battery recycling centre, and other
useful spots.

Click “Leftover Recipes” for what to
do with your leftover food, instead
of adding to the 4 million tonnes of
food waste generated in Australia
each year. For instance, turn leftover
roast chicken into soup or pilaf, or
turn over-ripe bananas into bread or
muffins.

Under “Handy Tips’, find out how
to create a worm farm or compost,
reduce packaging and junk mail, opt
out of the Yellow Pages, and what all
those strange plastic symbols mean.

Under “A-Z Materials” you can find
any item in the alphabetized list and
discover the most responsible way of
discarding of it.

Did you know cockroach baits
should be disposed of as hazardous
waste, or that you can put wire
hangers in the recycling?

Finally, use the “Take Part”icon to
find out how to tour a waste recycling
facility, participate in Clean Up
Australia or Composting Awareness
Week, and what a Garage Sale Trail is.

Let's be good managers of all we
have been given, even those things
we no longer want, and learn how to
Recycle Right. °

financial point of view they are not
worth it.

A pet’s worth comes from how
much we love them, the emotional
investment we place in them.

They are not valuable in and of
themselves because of what they
have done, but they are valuable
because of the relationship we
have with them, and it is purely
subjective and often unfathomable
to others.

It got me thinking that it is like
God’s illogical, disproportionate
love for us. We are not valuable in
any objective way to Him, we don't
deserve and can't earn the affection
He places on us, but He values
our lives by His deep and abiding
tenderness for us.

And while we may “um”and “aah”
about spending a few thousand
dollars on the dog, God did not
hesitate to lay down His very life for
us. No cost was too great because
His love for us “reaches to the
heavens, [His] faithfulness to the
skies” (Psalm 35:6).

If He is not yet your “owner”, may
| encourage you to surrender to
Him? He is the most loving master
in the universe. °
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Former women'’s rugby league captain’s life changing decision

uisa Avaiki, the former
captain of Fetu Samoa, the
Samoan national women’s
rugby league team, grew
up attending a traditional
Samoan church.

“T was always aware of God,” she
told Beyond the
Ultimate, “but
it wasn’t some-

bee-line for the door, another friend
came and asked me if I wanted
to go forward and accept Christ.
Deep down, I knew things weren’t
right. People saw me as a happy-
go-lucky person, but I knew my life
wasn’t right. I knew I was living a

temporary happiness with

/| . friends, alcohol and bas-
My Ilfe was a ketball. So I went forward

thing I thought mess ... but I and accepted Christ.

you lived. I went

“Everything was differ-

to church every felt everything ent from that night that I

Sunday because

gave my life to the Lord.

1 was forced to was going to My life was a mess in my

go, but during

the week I did the be alright”

studies, with my family,
and with my drinking, but

opposite. I always
tried to get out of
church, so if we had a tournament
on Sunday, I was happy.”

Luisa’s life revolved around her
friends. She started drinking at 12
and was a heavy drinker by the age
of 15. “I thought life was about
having fun, being with friends,
going out, and playing sport,”

I felt everything was going
to be alright.”

Luisa started playing rugby league
a couple of years later. “Right from
the start I felt God wanted me to
play rugby league,” she says. “I had
a Christian friend playing and a

she says. “I basically lived two Luisa now
lives: one with my family going works as an
to church and another with my assistant - E;-.
friends partying.” coach with

Her family had high expec- National F— "
tations for Luisa’s academic ~ Rugby League i
achievements, but soon her Victoria.

grades started suffering.
“During all this, one of my
friends kept nagging me to
come to her youth group.
Finally, I went. The message
was convicting, but all I
could think about was that
I had a big party to go to,”
Luisa recalls.
“Before I could make a

Christian coach. In the second year
of playing league I got into the New
Zealand team.”

While rugby union is popular in
Samoa, league is not as popular, and
the Samoa Women'’s National Rugby
Team, also known as Fetu Smoa, is
based in New Zealand.

Luisa also played for the
Kiwi Ferns for 15 years,
and was captain for eight
of those years. She told the
Samoa Observer that Pacific
Islanders are suited to play-
ing in league as the physical
side appeals to them, and
their emphasis on family means
they enjoy a team environment.

“We Pacific Islanders are always
around family, both our immediate
family and also our extended fam-
ily,” she says. “So it’s natural for
us to go into a team environment
because that’s what we do at home.”

Two of Luisa’s favourite verses
are Philippians 4:6-7, “Do not be
anxious about anything, but in eve-
rything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving present your requests
to God. And the peace of God which
transcends all understanding will
guard your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus,” and Isaiah 40:31,
“But those who hope in the Lord will
renew their strength. They will soar
on wings like eagles; they will
run and not grow weary, they

will walk and not be faint”.
“God has taught me to not
only be thankful to Him for
placing me in rugby league
but also to play my best for

His glory,” she says. °

ABOVE.

BARCELONA, SPAIN - 2002:
Samoa’'s Luisa Avaiki in
action during the Ireland

v Japan match during the
IRB Womens's Rugby World
Cup in Barcelona, Spain.
(Photo Dave Rogers/
Getty Images)

LEFT.

AUCKLAND,

NEW ZEALAND

- FEBRUARY

2009: Kiwi Ferns
captain Luisa

Avaiki holds the

al Women’s World
Cup they won during
the Civic Reception for
the World Cup winning
Kiwi league team held
at the Louis Vuitton
Pacific Village in 2009 in
Auckland, New Zealand.
(Photo by Sandra Mu/
Getty Images)
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